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is meant to show that people couldn't really
play the harp all day. They'd get sick of it.
They couldn't really sit and wear golden
crowns all day. They'd get bored with it.
Such a book from the point of view of the
Hannibal Sunday School class of 1850 would
be bold and wicked beyond words, fascinating
indeed, but apt to land the reader in hell.
To the ordinary reader of to-day it is as point-
less as it is prosy. Perhaps a divinity student
might find it an amusing skit.
In other words, Mark Twain was like Don
Quixote tilting against windmills. He had been
brought up amongst simple frontier people,
slaves, western desperadoes, and bad men. None
of these people ever question the Scripture.
All are willing to admit that the world was
made in six days, or less, that Joshua stopped
the sun, and that the proof of the existence
of miracles is that one happened last year in
Wyoming.
In Captain Stormfield and What is Man ? (1906)
and in The Mysterious Stranger, published after
his death, Mark Twain is attacking forms of
literalism long since passed away among people
of any enlightenment. Mark Twain could
never forgive the ' God of the Bible' for his
cruelty to man, his eternal sentence to hell,
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